
Common Law
also known as “judge made law”

Legislation
Acts and Regulations

Branches of 
Government

Judicial
interprets laws
Includes Supreme Court of 

Canada, the provincial/territorial 
courts, federal courts and 
administrative tribunals.

Legislative
makes laws

Federally includes Parliament, 
Senate, and House of Commons.

Provincially includes provincial 
legislature.

Executive
implements laws

Includes the monarch 
(represented by Governor General 

and Lieutenant Governors), the 
government leader, and cabinet.

Canada’s Constitution
•	 The Constitution Act, 1867

•	 The Constitution Act, 1982 sets out the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

•	 Unwritten rules and customs
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This poster supplements CPLEA’s free self-directed course on the 
Canadian Legal System. For more information visit learn.cplea.ca
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