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University of Maine  -  Summer 2010

Counselor Education Program Presents

Dr. Carol Kaffenberger, George Mason University

Dr. Carolyn Stone and Dr. Rebecca Schumacher, University of North Florida

CEC 580 Educational Institute: Advanced Topics in School Counseling:  Accountability, Action Research, and Legal and Ethical Issues

June 28 through July 2

The purpose of this course is twofold: to provide students with the accountability tools to understand barriers to student success, and to provide an ethical decision making framework for analyzing and resolving ethical issues. Accountability is a shared responsibility in which counselors, administrators, teachers and school staff all contribute to the comprehensive structure of school that focuses on curriculum, climate, teaching, and learning. This course will demonstrate an easy approach to implementing an accountable school counseling program to show how school counselors effectively impact student success and can report hard data to show how students are different because they have a school counselor. One effective strategy of an accountable school counseling program is group work. Yet, with instructional time prized and protected by classroom teachers, conducting group work in schools is challenging for school counselors. Ideas for how to garner support from administrators and teachers for small groups will be discussed, and key leadership skills for facilitating successful groups that contribute to student success will be demonstrated and practiced. The school environment poses competing interests between a student's need for confidentiality and the legal rights of parents.  This course presents an ethical decision making framework for analyzing and resolving ethical issues.  Court cases will be studied to help school counselors develop guiding principles with students who engage in self harm such as cutting, eating disorders, and suicide.  Court cases will be discussed which involve sexually active minors, abortion counseling, defamation, child abuse, HIV positive students, case notes, academic advising, sexual harassment, and other court cases involving school counselors' standard of care.  The ethics of advocacy and accountability will be discussed.  Accountability is a shared responsibility in which counselors, administrators, teachers and school staff all contribute to the comprehensive structure of school that focuses on curriculum, climate, teaching, and learning. This course will demonstrate an easy approach to implementing an accountable school counseling program to show how school counselors effectively impact student success and can report hard data to show how students are different because they have a school counselor. Cr. 3. Instructors are Carolyn Stone and Rebecca A. Schumacher, University of North Florida, and Carol Kaffenberger, George Mason University.
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