New Wine in Old Skins Series Presentation


Good morning and welcome to the continuing series on “new wine in old skins”

How many of us store wine in skins (show of hands) not an image we immediately recognize nor a story, we immediately identify with.

In Jesus’ day his audience would have immediately pictured the burst bag, the strong smell of wine permeating through the room, the stain down the wall, the stickiness under foot, the loss of a precious commodity. A rich metaphor, which now needs explaining before having an impact.
When the four of us (old skins) got together to identify our series of conversations for the summer break we recognized a common idea. We were not the same Christians as when we started. Our wine was new embodied in old skins hence the spin on an old metaphor.

Unlike the old skins in Jesus story we haven’t exploded. To understand why lets paint a thumbnail sketch of the world I was born again into.

All of my Christian life I have had a desire to search for Truth.

In the 60’s there were several major theological battles raging between schools of thought, evangelical and liberal. Liberals were seen by the evangelicals as those who had compromised scripture, miracles the mystery of God had been explained away. The bible was seen as myth and truth was relativised. The evangelicals were viewed by liberals as non-intellectual whose faith was childish. 

In a broader context the church was rediscovering Jesus. Jesus the man, the historical Jesus the incarnational God in Jesus. Evangelicals sought to throw off the un-intellectual tag, Throughout the world various centre’s sprang up devoted to grappling with, emerging issues. One such centre with evangelical associations was L’abri, started by Francis Schaeffer and other thinkers such as OS Guiness and Udo Middleman. 

At the same time the feeling of change generated an end time feeling. The church groupings found themselves exploring when Christ might return and what would the world be like on His return. The church divided itself into three groups, Amillennialist, pre millennialist, and post-millennialist. Pre and post debated whether the church would be raptured before or after the coming cataclysm. The A-millenialists felt that the one thousand year reign of Christ had already begun (mostly believed by the Liberal school of thought). 

An earlier theological discussion which was still being felt and explored was Pre-Destination versus free will. Those from a Calvinist tradition believed that everything was pre-ordained, even whether someone would follow God and become a Christian was ordered by God before time began from the foundation of the world. In the Wesleyan tradition mankind had the freedom to choose, God offered His gift through grace and mankind had the freedom to accept or reject it. 

This was a time when the Protestant tradition sorted by difference. Were you in, or were you out? Were you part of the mainstream Christian belief? Were you Para as alongside the church or were you a cult? Christian life was about judgement and about conversion. It was about us and them. Each thought and idea was sifted in a systematic way. Systematic theology, structural systems, the world revolved around the metaphor of systems. Mechanical, biological, etc.. 

Time does not permit the exploration of the debates around the inerrancy of scripture, faith v works, the social gospel, the holiness movement, the charismatic movement and the natural/supernatural dichotomy (harking back to the science evolution debate). As Christians the world over sought to make sense of their place in history and for their time. 

In a broader world context the mid 60’ into the 70’s saw the conclusion of existential thinking that God was Dead, heralded on the front cover of Time magazine in 1966 it made worldwide headlines. This coupled with scientific rationalism seemed like the one-two knockout punch for Christianity relegating it to an insignificant backwater. 

Into this world a young Michael Green was born again. 

19 years of age an apprentice spray painter, no discernable Christian background, existential leanings and a deep desire to follow God, now that I had found Him. I would do what ever it would take, to follow God. 
“Cut my hair, “get a suit”, “become conservative”. 
As anyone knows who has ever done a course, when you don’t know what you are supposed to know) you write down everything!!! Because you don’t know what will be on the exam. 
Night after night I would spend time at one or other of the elder’s houses getting them to explain the scriptures to me. 
After several months I encountered my first
“didn’t make sense theological moment.” 

As I read the book of Acts and read about the gifts of the spirit — I was told by these Godly men that some of those gifts don’t apply now. I later discovered that they held a dispensational theory about spiritual gifts and the Holy Spirit. The gifts were given specifically to the disciples, apostles and the church at that time to help them to grow. But “when that which was perfect comes that which is imperfect passes away”. 
The imperfect was relying on men, albeit guided by the Holy Spirit. The perfect was the Holy Scriptures dictated by God (in the form of the King James Bible) to prove, reprove, guide and direct men in their affairs. 
I keep emphasising men because the denomination I became a Christian in saw women as needing the authority of men to protect and guide and operate under. 

So began for me from these simple encounters a series of healthy heated discussions around culture and faith, long hair, head coverings, dress. 
What was essential to being a Christian and what was not. All these set me on a journey to know truth. 
Along the way I discovered that the scriptures were full of what appeared to be contradictions about the nature of God and his attitude towards His people.

God was and an angry God and he was a loving God
He was a vengeful God and a forgiving God.

He would forgive and forget people’s transgressions and yet he could and did destroy whole cities and nations who disobeyed him. 

He appeared to make favourites, choosing some and overlooking others.

A lot of the time these contradictions had more to do with what I had been taught than what was The Truth (in capital letters) about God
I later began to see these as polar truths not to be pitted one against the other but to be viewed as complimentary orbits the tension between them hold the truth of God aloft.

As a counsellor and NLP practitioner I have discovered that people use filters to make choices about opposing truths. These filters are made up of a combination of already agreed upon facts, coupled with an emotional commitment to certain beliefs, and a predisposition of personal traits or style. 
Let me give you an example. First slide please.
[image: image1.jpg]God’s transcendence
i high and holy i

God of Justice

[ 7 Jesp pue Jesu 7
dudUTUW §, POy

God of Mercy





Here we have four views of God. 
Mercy and Justice are juxtaposed and so too are the views that God is near and God is too high for us to know. Each of these are evidenced in scripture 

Paradoxically when we lean towards one of these we grow away from the other. If I had been attending the Catholic or Anglican Church in the 50’s-to early 60s I would be leaning towards B & D. 
Then in the 70s the charismatic movement began to impact on these church communities and now we would find that some of the adherents in these church communities would be feeling more comfortable in A & C. 
What changed for them was their experience of God. 
That experience led them to see their scriptural understanding in a different light,
Lets see the next slide.
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How is the meaning of one’s life shaped? 


When I reflect on my life 
The two themes that I have found operational in my Christian life can be summed up under the headings. 
Going not knowing 
and 
Blessed to be a blessing 
Slide 3
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Begins with a call follow me 
Genesis 12 
The Call of Abram 
1 The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. 2 “1 will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless 

those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 
It’s shaped by choices — 
by faith Cain and Abel 
Genesis 4 
Cain and Abel 
2 Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain 
brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel 
and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 6 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” 

It’s confirmed by Trials 
1. Deuteronomy 7:19 
You saw with your own eyes the great trials, the miraculous signs and wonders, the mighty hand and outstretched arm, with which the LORD your God brought you out. The LORD your God will do the same to all the peoples you now fear. Deuteronomy 7:18-20 (in Context) 
2. Deuteronomy 29:3 
With your own eyes you saw those great trials, those miraculous signs and great wonders. Deuteronomy 29:2-4 (in Context) 
3. Luke 22:28 
You are those who have stood by me in my trials. Luke 22:27-29 (in Context 
4. 1 Thessalonians 3:3 
so that no one would be unsettled by these trials. You know quite well that we were destined for them. 1 Thessalonians 3:2-4 (in Context) 
5. 2 Thessalonians 1:4 
Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring. 2 Thessalonians 1:3-5 (in 
Context) 
6. James 1:2 
[Trials and Temptations] Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, James 1:1-3 (in Context) 
7. 1 Peter 1:6 
In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 1 Peter 1:5-7 (in Context) 
8. 2Peter2:9 
if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue Godly men from trials and to hold 

the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their punishment. 2 Peter 2:8-10 (in Context) 
Affirmed by Faith in action. 
Hebrews 11:39-40 
39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. 40 God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. Hebrews 11:1-40 (in Context) 
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(expand)
· Ones knowledge of God is shaped by living.
· Living our life redefines our God understanding.
· The age we live in gives us a perspective of God 
· That perspective of God is not the whole. 
I have come to realize thru my thinking that God is with us. 

Full Stop.

No qualifications.

Only variable is me.
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The Word became Flesh not Print 
When I look again and again at the narratives in the bible I conclude that God is with us. 
He as entered our history, he is with us thru all our pain and confusion. 
He is with us thru each of our cultural breakthroughs and regressions all of our constructions, deconstructions and reconstructions. 
Jesus is all about saving the world, Human history, creation, the whole thing. 
But that is for another time…….Thankyou.
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